A Condominium’s

True Worth

Designer Thu Watson is making Vancouver's
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luxury condominiums better by design.

By Tracey Ellis




knew I was in the presence of a great creative mind the
moment | set foot in Thu Watson's restaurant. the Quay
A in Yaletown. The restaurant is the definition of dining
‘ambiance.” 1 didn't come for lunch, which 1 had anyway. but lfor
an interview with Thu Watson, owner of True Worth E{l‘:tlr}'.
during which | was to learn how the mind ol a truly talented
designer worked and what it was about Thu that made her see
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The luxury condominium market in Vancouver is going
strong, and for those who want the convenience L]f"[l,ll'l'lkt'}' [iv-
illg ;md I]‘IL‘ L‘IL'g;JI'IL‘L‘ UJ_:m illtt‘l'll.‘it’imm] - !Il'l..\'PII]'L'd L‘UIIIL‘]IIPUJ';II'.\
decor, Thu Watson is the d:‘siglwr ro call.

Condominiums have lung suffered the stigma uﬂu'illg simall,
boxy spaces that are hard to decorare and make into a home. Thu
readily accepts the challenge of decorating such spaces with an
artention to detail that is impecea-
ble. Traditionally. a condominium,
even a luxury condominium, is a
smaller space than is provided by a
house. Thu takes on this challenge
by making great use of the space
that is available: of saving space
ISR 1] opening space up to make the

residence more welcoming

I'he use of glass is essential o

il Fhu’s designs, In her view, our
“ rainy weather and lack of sun-

shine lends irself 1o the use of coloured glass or textured art glass

walls to replace the raditional gyproc walls for an open aguatic
leel. As Thu savs, "Glass is beauriful and funcrional. it makes a
room more open and is casy to change.”

According o Thu, ceilings are onc of the most overlooked
design spaces in the home. Following the trend that began in
Lurope a year-and-a- h:lilhﬂgu_ I'hu began using silver and gold
aux (tnishes on fvl'ling-; as well as on fearure walls, In gcncr;i_i,
-h

consumers and dt‘.\'igtlk‘ﬁ in North America, bur as Thu points
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out. her clients are well travelled. worldly people who are well
versed in different stvles from around the world, Thu works
with one of the most .\iutlght after architects in Vancouver. Ted
Feenstra: along with Soco Design, who do most of her wall rex
tures: and Tanva Slinesby, whose artistic tlents (ind a home in

many of Thu's client’s living spaces. From start to finish they

work with Thu to provide the best turnkey designs for luxury
condominiums.

When asked about trends in 2005, Thu again leads the way
with the current Furopean tastes. While the current North
American trend leans to spa-inspired lights and difTused. clear
brights. Thu will be working with darker woods and colours and
deep. rich colours in furnishings. like black and purple. Two
tone ceilings give a sense depth as ceilings in condominiums are
traditionally lower than ceilings in houses. Thu says rextures are
clean - not busy. The smooth. clean surface of tile from wall o
wall is big over hardwood (as long as it is heared). In the kitchen
think cars ~ modern metallic finishes that are casy to ¢lean. vet
are modern and elegant - comfortable, welcoming shapes with
interesting curves,

A good night's sleep is all-important to Thu. who takes the
functionality of this room seriously. According to Thu. the bed-
room should be an open space that is not busy. It should not be
too dark. nor roo ligl‘tl. Since we spend vears of our life in sleep,
ir should be a space that is conducive to a restful slumber,

In Thu's world of design, every corner is important. Fach
corner must have :inﬂh‘lhi”g to make it an interesing p].-u:g' o
look. "It is more enjoyable to the eve. more engaging.” Thu said.
This 1 abserved in her restaurant, where glass and flowers, water
features and artful effects carch your eye at every turn, instilling

a sense ol calmness and rr:u]qui“t}:

And this is what Thu revealed to me in her interview. She is
1not c;mglu‘ up in I'I'l.‘lll.'l,\'- 1:01' Tl'IC snkc ol'bu:ing ll'-.‘lld'_.. .\.]lL' CONCen-
trates on functionality. on beauty and natural. ergonomic flow.
She understands what makes a homeowner comforrable and
somchow is able to match a client’s personality traits and
lifestyle to give rhem living S
spaces that are comfortable, sexy
and modern. It is her personal
philosophy abour whar living
well means and her dedication
o every derail of her work that
has made her one of the most
sought after interior designers
for upscale international clients
in Vancouver’s luxury condo-

minium ll1;1l'kCl.l|I{I
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